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Thus the religious consciousness demanded other means
of satisfaction than were afforded by emperor-worship.   The
high educated classes still held on to Stoicism, with its lofty
morality and pantheistic theology.    But Stoicism grew less ,
and less able to meet the religious needs of intellectual circles :
it was too cold, too reasonable and logical, too earthly.   And
in the domain of superstition, astrology, which used mathe- '
matical and astronomical calculation to reveal the future,
was unsatisfactory for the same reasons.
It was therefore natural that in the minds of the higher
classes Stoic rationalism should give place to a modern version
of Platonic and Pythagorean mysticism, and that gnosticism,
or the belief in esoteric spiritual knowledge, should flourish
abundantly and assume the most varied forms. It is a remark-
able fact that from the end of the second century this tendency
not only wins over new adherents but produces remarkable
personalities, men full of fiery enthusiasm, who preach the
new Platonism and Pythagoreanism with all the weapons of
dialectic and the power of thorough philosophical training. ;
During the first two centuries of the empire the chief
representatives of religion and philosophy are Stoics—Epic-
tetus the slave, Seneca the senator, and Marcus Aurelius the
emperor. The third century is most vividly represented by
Plotinus and his disciples—Plotinus the thinker, professor,
and prophet. And this school does not confine itself to moral
philosophy: it puts forth a full-blown theolpgy and even;
a mysterious doctrine of the means by which spiritual powers
may be forced into the service of man. These, and not the
Stoics, are the combatants in the final battle against Chris-
tianity and its purely religious view of life.
The middle classes of society either fed on the crumbs
that fell from the table of their intellectual superiors, or,
perhaps more commonly, adopted the views of their inferiors
in rank. Among these, the lower classes, a remarkable
increase of religious feeling is observable, and a rapid growth
of religious practice. The first two centuries still stand by
tradition and the local cults which tradition has sanctified.
In Italy a form of religion which had at no time died out is •'
still thoroughly alive—the domestic cult of the genius, and
of the Lares and Penates, who preserve the life and prosperity
of the house and family; and there are other cults kept up
by larger groups—societies, clubs, divisions of the army, and

